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The Gay White Way
This is the em of froth and frivolity of

laughter and lightheartednees of seeking
after new sensations new ideas new

In theatricals the roan with an
original Idea is welcomed with open arms
by managers who are at their wits ends

provide something new and palatable
to appease the greedy public appetite

No more emphatic indication of the
signs of the times is to be found than in
the progression of the opera bee of
our grandparents day through the comic
opera of a decade ago and the musical
comedy of yesterday down to the Broad
way show of the present hour It was
imagined that our tastes had retrograded
when plot and problem in a musical per
formance were found to be a bore and
when characters In their relation to each
other were cut down to mere individual
appearances to exploit peculiar ability or
talent the limit was considered to have
been reached But the end was not yet
and is not yet The music has tow begun
to suffer and if there is any one who has
discovered resembling an operatic
score in The Gay White Way The Fol-

lies of 1SOT and their ilk he has a tolerable
genius for detective work One hears the
same songs nowadays in halt a dosen
different shows during a season most of
them culled from vaudeville and written
by itinerant composers of popular song

hitsOf
course whether Znyder Zee is

cribbed by The Red Mill from Miss
Hook of Holland or vice versa or
whether In Far Peru originated in

The Orchid or The Gay White Way
or some other of the productions into
which it has been interpolated concerns
us but little as long as We enjoy these
songs but all of these shows have a com-

posers name sometimes two or three
prominently featured on the programme
Is that individual merely an arranger of
popular songs The Merry Widow
waltz is played sung danced ad paro-

died in all the musical pieces that come
along which is of course the penalty of
popularity and we bave een every one
and everything burlesqued and imitated
until the pretty art of Ctosy Loftus has
become the stock in trade of halt the folk
of the stage

The lines spoken too in these feverish
hodgepodge productions are becoming
more and more startling in their sugges-

tiveness and ladles and then escorts
must sit and listen to jokes and quips
that belong properly to the messroom or
the cltib Even decency has been sacri-
ficed in the mad rush for something new
and as for the costumes worn they make
those once considered so extreme in the
days of The Black Crook look like a
meeting of a Dorcas society by contrast

And the public Oh yes how it stands
in line at the box oftice crazy to pay
double for front seats The public must
be given what it wants and like the
child that it is the more it sees the more
it wants aad well there must be a limit
somewhere we think But as a matter
of fact we think each time This is tim
limit but it doesnt turn out to
by a long shot Next

The Prince Chap
That the milk of human kindness is

nut all dried up among those that tarry
on this degenerate earth is amply proven
by the sympathetic interest manifested by
the theatergoing public in such plays as

The Prince Chap White not involving
any striking phases of dramatic expres-

sion or offering any complex studies of
Vie human character they still play an
important part in elevating human ideals
and in lifting the ordinary mind out of
the deep rut of modern materialism and
selfish forgetfulness of the Vicissitudes of
our fellows It is the poetry of love for-

m s fellowman which thus makes itself
felt exemplifying the teaching of the

of Tarsus Though I speak
v jttthe tongues of men and angels and

have not charity I have become as sound-
Ing brass or a tinkling cymbal-

It is perhaps evident that Cyril Scotts
present vehicle has run its course and
CIa he needs must provide himself with
something new along the same general
lines cr proceed along paths as yet unex
plored in order to insure himself a future
on the American stage Yet he is worthy
of complete sympathy in his successful
indentation of a character so lovable
with such wholesome surroundings as
cheerfulness charity and selfforgetful
nss The strength of the portrayal
ionve from Its simplicity which is well
for it requires no remarkable scholastic
attainments extensive character study
or intricate psychological research to
easily understand It The sentiments ex-

pressed ar Imbeddd somewhere in every
human mind and it just requires such a
simple and concrete exploitation to
hearken them into stronger life

Of course we do not know the exact
nature of Mr Scotts next venture in the
histrionic art but we feet sure that the
proper basis has bees established and
that there will be no departing from the
pa tu of elevating sentiment It would
teem that both MS nature and training
should preclude such a possibility We
hope for his success and the success of
till who represent the same principles

Vaudeville and the Legitimate
One of the most interesting phases of

theatrical situation is the ease with
which the transference of players Is made
between vaudeville and the legitimate
stage One season Montgomery and Stone
are doing a Mackface act in vaudeville
and the next year they achieve a world
wide reputation as the stars very
successful musical production Up to a
lew weeks ago Creasy and Dayne were
prominent headliners in vaudeville Now
they are successful stars in a fouract
comedy Many other instances might be
cited such as Bailey and Austin in The
Top o th Worn and not forgetting
Lew Fields Joe WeIr the Rogers Broth-
ers and many others who made their
start in variety or vaudeville

As turn about is fair play vaudeville
has also made many inroads on the legit-
imate Such talented actors as W H
Thompson William Courtlelgh and Rob
ert Hilliard have been particularly suc-
cessful in the vaudeville field Many of
the most successful singers in vaudeville
were formerly comic opera stars or for
merly featured in that fleld of work
Grace Van Studdiford Virginia Earle and
Eva Tanguay are names that come read-
ily to mind in this connection It isjeally
remarkable to see how easy it has been
for these changes to be made for the
methods are so absolutely different An
uciur playing a sketch in vaudeville has
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to work like a galling gun whereas in the
legitimate drama a player can take plenty
of time to accentuate and dwell upon the
point he is making There periods of
rest In the drama which could not be tol-

erated in vaudeville Tho ease with which
our players jump from one to the other is
a striking proof of their versatility and
adaptability to circumstances Vaudeville
has done much for the legitimate stage
and the reverse is also equally true

Lillian Russell
The of Lillian Russell queen

of comic opera into Lillian Russell light
comedienne is one of the most Interesting
histrionic experiments the American stage
has ever witnessed Abandoning a career
that has had no parallel in brilliancy
since Hortense Schneider dominated the
stage of Parts as the heroines of the
successive Offenbach opera and
at the zenith of her amazingly persistent
physical charms and graces MISS Russell
has elected to follow the dictates of
laudable ambition to anact the more con-

sistent of modern and modish
comedy It Is an experiment that few
other singers Have successfully accom-
plished the instance of Marie Tempest
being the most notable of the present
generation

The career ef Lillian Russell embraces
the period of the rise and fall of real
comic opera in America from the early
Gilbert and Sullivan successes through
the melodious Viennese school and down
to the more ambitious and more or leas
satisfactory efforts or native composers
and librettists She was an unconquera-
ble Patience and a Grand Duchess

peer Her Dorothy her Perichole and
her long list of roles in the palmy days
of the New Yerk casino constitute an
operatic portrait gallery unique in the
annals of the American stage

It was Miss Russells admirable per-
formance of Lady Teaale in the operatic
version of The School for Scandal that
first drew attention to her undoubted
comedy gifts and the transition to the
socalled legitimate stage was a matter
of speedy and easy accomplishment
Throughout her long career Lillian Run
sell ba always appreciated and observed
that regard for and consideration of her
public that distinguishes the true artist
It follows naturally that she deserves
well of her public in her new fleW of en
deavor and it is a commentary not en-

tirely to the credit of Washington theater-
goers that she failed to receive the inn
degree of patronage last week that so
generously rewards the presentation of
modern machinemade musical comedies
here

Miss Russell brings to her new work
a ripe technique a thorough appreciation
of artistic values a luscious speaking
voice and a keen sense of humor and
when she next elects to exploit her art in
Washington her positive merits as a
comedienne will doubtless be better uni

jderstood and bettor appreciated

THE STAGE ABROAD-

It is the American version of A Waltz
Dream that Charles Frohman will pro
duce London

LeBouteenTrain a new comedy by
Alfred Atnle was produced the Thea
tre de 1Athenee Paris on January W

Edna May lisa been discovered at Biar-
ritz where she has taken up golf She
told an American friend who was visit-
ing this resort that she never expected-
to appear upon the stage again

Josef CaIn leading man of the Hoi
burg Theater Vienna has just celebrated-
his fiftieth birthday The Vienna pub-
lic tendered hiss a reception and ban-
quet and a galanight was observed at
the theater

Gabriele has four new
plays under way They are Amaranta
Nero Tristan and Isolde andNlnnaP-

omptllo His latest play La Nave
will be produced in London antI probably-
in New York

Vera Komtoanmevsky the Russian act-
ress who is to make a tour of America
this spring will salt from Bremen on the
Kaiser Wilhelm II in time to begin her
engagement at the Liberty Theater New
York on March 2

With the exception of one special
which he will make in

with Arthur Bonchier at the Garrick
Theater all Charles Frohraans London
productions will be made at the Com-
edy the Hicks the Duke of Yorks ana
the AWwych theaters

As In this country so In England the
number of actors and actresses playing
upon the variety stage is steadily upon
the increase Among the latest names
mentioned of those who are about to try
their fortunes in the halls are those of
BUea Terry Laurence Irving Fanny
Enough and Seymour Hicks

Michael Mortons adaptation of Son
Pere was produced at the Haymarket
Theater in London last Monday night un
der the title of Her Father Arthur
Bouchter had the lendIng part and con-
siderable attention was paid to Marie
Lohr a young lady of eighteen who
proved to be a remarkable actress

Mr Charles Frohman announces that
his hastened departure for London is due
to the necessity of completing arrange-
ment for the appearance of Miss Maude
Adams in that city Before leaving this
country Miss Adams it appears is to
assume the character of Katharine in

The Taming of the Shrew in two per-
formances before Harvard University
Why this part of all others should have
been selected is not explained Mr
Frohman also baa in hand the prepara-
tions for the revival of As You Like It
in which Miss Barrymore IB to be seen
next season

Miss Ellen Terry will soon appear In
DuWn where she will produce on Feb-
ruary 27 a new romantic drama In four
acts by Miss Gladys Unger The story
although concerned with the adventures-
of certain historical personages has only
the slightest foundation in fact The
part designed for Miss Terry probably
the longest she has ever undertaken is
that of Elizabeth of York at the time
the story just entering on
The action takes place during the turbu
lent period of the War of the Roses the
hero of the piece being Henry of Lan-
caster who will be played by Mr James
Carew Something Ii seen also of the
Earl of Warwick and of Richard Ill The
first act is laid in a blacksmiths forge
in Yorkshire and the remaining three In

castle in the same county where Eliza
beth and Warwick are held prisoners
The role of Richard III has been assigned
to Mr Story Gotton
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NOTES OF THE STAGE

Marie Lloyd will sail for dear old Lon-
don February W according to present ar-
rangements

George Aile wrote Tho Mayor anti the
Manicure in whleh Eugeno Jopson will
appear here at Chases

Burr McIntosh mid a voluntary pe-

tition in bankruptcy sjtewing an ludobt
minces of S1XS71 and assets of lTB-

Funabeahr closed at Providence R I
last Saturday night the members of the
company returning to New York Sunday

William Gillette is to appear in Parts
soon in Secret Service Ho will be the
only actor In ths east

Grace has been engaged by
Henry B Harris ns leading woman for
Dustin Farnum in The Rosters Gar-
den

Llzxie Hudson Comer has boon on
gaged for Important roles with Olga
Nethersole in Adrienns Locouvraur end

The Enigma

Joseph Hollands 111 health has com-

pelled him to resign the position of
stage director of Leo Dltrlchsteins new
farce Bluffs

Willie Pantaer at Chases next week ia
the last of tha famous Pantzer acrobats
He is known as the inventor of some of

most difficult feats presented nowa

Beerbohm Tree appeared as Paragot
in William J Locks adaptation of his
novel The Beloved Vagabond at Hte
Majestys Theater London on Febru-
ary 4

J Austin Strongs play The
Nuremberg to to bo produced in Lon

don probably with Albert Chevalier in
the title role The third act has been re-

written

Fred Hallen according to a letter re-

ceived by Joseph Hart last wHit from
Italics is on the road to recovery

the crisis in his case of pneumonia having
been safely passed

The fact of the Wonder Plays at the
Beiasco Theater occurring on Washing
tons Birthday should be of additional in

they are of such thoroughly
authorship

The title of Henrietta Crosmans new
play has been changed itom The Smoke
and the Fire to The New Mrs Lor
lug Miss Crosman wilt not return to
New York this r

Plans are being made for E H Sothera-
to ply a London engagement next fail
with an English company He expects to
make Our American Cousin a feature
of his season in England

Grace La Rue has postponed the date
of her opening in London from March 14

to April 14 She wilL take over several
new songs from this side that she hopes
will strike the fancy of the Britishers

Milton Roomer the successor of Miss
Edith Wynne Matnleson in the title part
of Everyman as presented by Ben

Player at the Beiasco Theater to
one of Englands most promising young
actors

The Inimitable charm of such comedies
of manners as She Stoops to Conquar
and Masks and Faces has altogether
passed from theater of today and
for that reason it offers an interesting
study of contrast

Pauline Cook and May Clinton are no
longer with Buffalo Bills Wild West
company but are hi vaudeville and one
of the novelties introduced in their vaude-
ville sharpshootlag feature to their bullet

on a xylophone

Among the many prominent players who
wilt appear here in the support of Ethel
Barrymore An her new play fIer Sister
are Fanny Addison Pitt Lucille Watson
Louise Drew daughter of John Drew
Arthur Byron and Desmond Kelly

John Philip Sousa was nine years
the conductor of the United States Marine
Band In compliment to their former di-

rector many members of Prof Santel
organization will attend the Souaa

concert at the New National tonight

The opening performance of Eleanor
Robson in Salomy Jane at the New
National the week March 9
will be for the benefit of the Washington
Hospital for Foundlings The lady visit-
ors of the hospital will have charge of
thereat sate

Can will be one of the plays to
be presented by Olga during
he s y of one week at the New National
the hit week of March Other plays
will be I PagUacct and The Enigma
Tl exact order of the repertoire will be
announced later

George M Cohen and his bride of a few
months formerly Miss Agnes Merrill
wir attend the opening performance of

Mile Modiste at the New National to
morrow night Mr and Mrs Cohan who
have just returned from Europe are stop-
ping at the New Willard

The lecture on the theater and drama
which Otis Skinner recently delivered be-

fore the students and faculty of Chicago
University has been accepted for publica-
tion In book form by a prominent book
house It will shortly come out under the
title Sanity In the Drama

Mrs Ian ForbesRobertson sisterinlaw
of Johnston ForbesRobertson has been
commissioned by the British actor to ne-

gotiate for the English rights to The
Witching Hour She has reported favor
ably on the play and it will probably ba
produced by ForbesRobertson next sea-
son

While Amelia Bingliam has revived
The Climbers and The Frisky Mrs

Johnson for her engagement In Phil-
adelphia and the larger cities she con-

tinues to play A Modern Lady Godlva-
as her chief attraction and is present-
ing this play exclusively in the smaller
cities

Marion Kirby who has boon popular as
a drawingroom entertainer in dialect
stories has been engaged by Henry B
Harris as leading woman with Thomas
W Ross in The Traveling Salesman
the now comedy by James Forbes Miss
Kirby lias had no previous experience on
the stage

Mr and Mrs Robert T Haines will
shortly be seen at one of the Keith
Proctor theaters in New York In a new
oneact play by Mrs Haines The scene
Is laid in Russia and Mrs Haines who
baa not acted In several years will play-
a princess while Mr Haloes will bo a
Yankee war correspondent

Eugene Walters play Paid in Full
was presented at the Davidson Theater
Milwaukee on February 7 with Lillian
Albertson Hattie Russell Antolnfltte
Walker Tully Marshall Frank Sheridan
and Ben Johnson in the cast The play
has been somewhat changud since its pro
duction in Montreal befora Christmas

Doubtless one of the strongest support-
ing companies surrounding a star is that
provided by Liebler Co for Miss Elea
nor Robson in Salomy Jane which will
have its first presentment in this city at
the New National the week beginning
March 9 The cast includes H B Warner
George W Wilson Scrftt Cooper A S
Lipman Earl Browne Charles Graham
Thomas Graham Donald Gallaher Ada
Dwyer Frances Fullert Edith Ful
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leI James Seeley and Horace VInton
They were all in the original east of

Salomy Jane

The American Academy of Dramatic
Arts announces the production on Mareh
86 in the Empire Theater of the claaelQ

Greek drama The Choephort The LI
ballon Pourers of Aeschylus The per-
formance will be given with strict ad

to the art forms and traditions f
the ancient Greeks and according to the
latest discoveries

The Englishspeaking Russian actress
Mme Ella Naaimova will be an early at-
traction at the Belasco presenting A
Dolls House The Master Builder and

Comtesse Coquette Mme Naztmova
has been playing in New York for the last
year and will return there in the late
spring In a new emotional drama adapted
from the Italian by Robert Hughes

The new comedy Toddles adapted
from the French by Clyde Fitch will b-

gt m its American premiere at Baltimore-
on Monday February W Toddle will
serve to Introduce to American playgoers
Gayer Mackay a popular London come-
dian Besides Mr Mackay there will be
seen in Toddles the most extraordinary
comedy cast ever assembled in America

Blanche Bates organised a bucket bri-

gade and put out a fire in her Iwme tbo
oW Bailey farm near Ossining N Y on
February i A spark from a log fire Ig-

nited a rug in the and Ue
fire spread Immediately Miss Bates
called to her aid the neighboring farmers
and their who carried water in
buckets from cisterns and put out the
blue after IMO damage was done

Frank McKee as president of the In-

terstate Amusement Company has ties
od a contract whereby his company ob-

tains the rights for performances of A
Waltz Dream in the German language-
in all Englishspeaking countries Thte
action was taken to forestall plans of
rival managers in this country to pro-
duce in German the Strauss opera now
running in th Broadway Theater

Blanche Bender Mrs Joseph Jefferson
leading woman with Joseph and William
W Jefferson In The Rivals after a
three weeks absence with throat trouble
has returned to the cast Her under-
study Roberta Brennan assumed the part
at short notice and played successfully
both Lydia and Lucy during the entire
time Miss Brennan to a graduate of the
American Academy of Dramatic Arts

Squire Tappan in A Village Lawyer
says that the word republican Is derived
from two Latin words reap and publico
reap to gather the harvest puWlco from
the public His reason for being a Dem-
ocrat is that the Republican party wanted
to build a fence around the graveyard

Now what was the use of that said
the squire Those thatare in there
cant set out and those that are outside
dont want to get in

George Ades Father and the Boys in
which William H Crane will soon begin
his New York engagement at the Empire
Theater will probably be one of the
American plays that Charles Frohman
will produce this year in London Mr
Frohman believes that the types Mr Ado
has drawn will receive a ready apprecia-
tion from Londoners and has cabled Mr
Crane to hold himself and company in
readiness to sail early in June

Beuiah Poynter gave a matinee per
formaace of her new pbtTt Molly Bawn
at the Girard Avenue Theater Philadel-
phia on February 7 The play Is a dram
attention of a novel by The Duchess
and was higfcly commended Miss Poyn
ter played the leading role The cast was
M follows Letty Massertae Emma But-
ler John Masserine J Irving White
Lovat Masstrtne Nettle Louden Ted
Castle Lutterel Sam D Merrill Eleanor
Masserine Beolah Poynter
Potts Fred V Armond Lord Amherst
Sam J Barton Marcia Amherst Sylvia
Starr George Peter Dtbbs John Reuben
Philip Shadwell J Irving White Lady
Cecil Stafford Nettle Louden The play
will be sent out next season under the
direction of Burton Nixon but Miss Poyn
tee will continue in her present vehicle

Lena Rivers

DAUGHTER OF A SENATOR

JIb Ia FV llete Will Appear on
Stage Next Week

Much local Interest will be taken In
the performance here next week of
Leo Ditrtchstelns new comedy Bluffs
for the reason that the leading
woman f tli Company is Miss Fola La
Folltt drigtT f Initrd States
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MISS FOLA IA FOLLETTE

Senator from uisoonsin Miss La Fol
lette has bee n on the stage now for four
years playing with various stock com-
panies and in minor parts and her pres-
ent engagement Is the first in which she
has bad a really important part in a
prominent play Her last engagement-
was with the Bradford Hunter Stock
Company at Hartford Conn

Miss La Follette has great ambitions
for her stage career and to very fur from
desiring to trade on the fact that she is
the daughter of a famous statesman In
deed she considered at one time the
question of changing her name fearing
that the recurrence of the name La Fol
lette on theatrical bills might give offense
to her father

In the new play in which she will ap
pear at the Columbia Theater she is said
to have the best opportunity of licr
career and members 01 her family and
many of her friends will be present to
signalize her debut as a leading woman
During the week she is in Washington
Miss La Follette wilt be the recipient of
many attentions from her society friends

Varfielrt to Go to London
It was announced last week from the

office of David Belasco that David War
field who is now appearing in A Grand
Army Man at the Stuyvesant Theater
New York will make his London debut
next season This announcement is the
outcome of a recent flattering offer from
Herbert Sleath the English manager
The plan is for Mr Warfleld to start his
London season late next autumn opening-
In A Grand Army Man and following
this with a production of The Music
Master Beginning on February 24 at
the Stuyvesant Mr Warfleld will revive

The Music Master continuing to play
A Grand Army Man Saturday evenings
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New York Feb JfiOlsa Nethersote
began a three weeks engagement at
Dalys Monday night followed by Mrs
Patrick Campbell at the Garden Theater
Tuesday night and by Katherine Grey
at the Madison Square Theater Wednes-
day night Miss Nethersole presented for
the first time her own new play The
Awakening by Paul Henrleu author
of Tho Labyrinth which the same
actress introduced to the American pub-
lic several years ago

Its reception by the press was not cor
dial It was described as artificial and
unsympathetic foreign In tone and

In point of ethics It furnished
good entertainment In a way but it did
not go far enough toward satisfying the
demand for a powerful sensation in a
dramatic setting There is a genuine
thrill in the second act and that inci-

dent brought back memories of La
Tosca It happens when Thereat al-
though she is a wife aNd baa a marriage-
able daughter clandestinely meets Prince
Joan in the little lodge in Pasey near
Paris resolved to abandon home and
family and throw herself into the arms
of her persistent lover

The lovers have just met when a sound
in the adjoining room disturbs their lint
transports of ecstasy Jean goes to In
quire appeals to him to remain
She has a vague apprehension of dan
ger He laughs and opens the door He
enters the darkness beyond Then sud-
denly the door is thrown shut and lock-
ed A scuffle a cry of pain and then a
heavy fall are distinctly beard The
woman is distracted The door will not
yield There is a dead silence She calls
Jeans name but there Is no answer
What has happened She beats the door
she dissolves in tears she laments loudly
The silence of this lonely place is dis-
turbed by no sound

The reader who has not seen the play
may think that the betrayed htisbund has
a hand in this mysterious tragedy If
he had what interest the situation might
inspire A married woman meets her lover
at a lonely house and the tatter is mysteri-
ously sssaulted as he goes into the next
room to Inquire into the cause of a dis-
turbing noise The woman hoar her
lover murdered and is powerless to help
him because the doors are locked She
never sees him mere and there alone
she awaits her doom at the hands of
her outraged spouse

But no such potential expedients work
their miracles here Jeans relations to
Therese are known to his father who U
the dethroned king of a country in a
state of revolution His compatriots are
clamoring for Jean to accept the lead-
ership fco tar conducted by his father
Jean however commits his prospective
throne to purgatory in Order to devote
himself to Therese Hence It is not the
husband but Jeans father and the fiery
spokesman of the revolutionists who are
his assailants They have simply hound
and gagged hint until Simeon Keg the
revolutionist has sent Therese in a
tainting state back to her home with the
assurance that Jean Is dead

Of course Jean dead but in lead
lug Thereae to think he has heed assas-
sinated the playwright gives her time to
discover that the young man is not in
dispenaable to her life and happiness
She becomes reconciled to her fate nelped-
on by her ability to solve a problem that
has arisen in regard to her childs mar-
riage and when Jean appears her
In the instead of ghostly habili-
ments she admits that one experience of
the kind has been enough The lovers
say goodby to do her duty as a
wife and he to assume the command of
his revolutionary hotheads

The Awakentntr was Uie attraction
an this week to be followed by several
changes of bill

On Tuesday evening I saw Mrs Camp-
bell in a novel double un at tile Garden
It was a free adaptation of Sophocles

Electra by Hugo von Hofmannathal
translated by Arthur Symons preceded
by an original Japanese tragedy The
Flower of Yamato translated by CosAte
Robert dHumiere Both deserved atten-
tion as exceptionally flea scenic produc-

tions independent of any dramatic or
literary merit The greatest appeal
though was their novelty as exotics
Mrs Campbell as the Japanese MuraHaki
gave a negative Tendering in an attempt
ed minor key of voice It was principally
in her intonation that she failed to make
the intended impression As Electra she
was at her best

She is tragedy to her linger tips She
is dignity impressive mien almost

htrofo pose and WIle She towered in the
role of the revengeful virgin who laments

fathers murder Draped In black
with bare shoulders and arms she was at
times magnificently the picture Sophocles
has drawu

Hofmannsthal has departed widely at
times from the original He has elimi-
nated the chorus stunted some episode
and elaborated another But he has left
tie heroic figure of Electra In all her in-

spiring grandeur The play is one con-

tinuous scene representing the
ourt bounded by the back of the palace

and by low buildings in which the serv-
ants live There was a touch of savage
ttrauty in the setting

i uie fault was found by the papers
with the liberty the author has taken
with the original but as this is the only
modern acting version it must pass for
that At all events the young author has
sacrificed little if any of the poetic dig-

nity and has carried his task through
ommendably As a novelty Mrs Camp
bells Electra ought to arouse Interest
for it gives her a remarkable acting

With Mrs Beerbohm Tree in
the role of Clytemnestra the action was
made doubly impressive She delivered
the lines in splendid form and depicted
the character with marked energy of ac-
tion and expression In the cast also ajU
peared Charles Dalton as Aegisthus the
king

The Flower of Yamato is also in one
scene a green grass plot in front of a
shoji by moonlight with a crystal lake
for a background in which the clear out-
lines of the distant mountains are re
flected At one juncture of the little
play a flock of ducks is seen passing
across the disk of the moon Mumoaki
is happily married to Hiroshima who is
about to depart on a short journey A
wayfarer stops at the open shoji It is
Endo a Samurai and an outlaw
starts when he sees the beautiful Mu
rasnkl the flower of Yamato She gives
him rice wine and Hiroshima invites
him to poss the night But he will not
stay and after partaking of a cup of
wine passes on his way into the night
Hiroshima soon after departs and Mu
rasftki is left alone Then Endo returns
and declares IsIs love For two years he
has searched for her and now that he
has found her she must become his He
will kill Hiroshima the wayside for
the man who hiss held the flower of
Yamato In his arms must perish

Murasakt is not greatly moved but acts
complacently kneeling at his feet and
confessing that she has loved the out-
law and has married Hiroshima only be-
cause forced by her parents She

the plan to waylay and slay her
husband but suddenly changes her
mind She slides the paper panels of
tha shoji Into placo points out a
square through which as Hiroshima
sleeps he can strike his heart Better
that way The outlaw approves and
goes his way The husband returns and
finds his wife dressed for a sacrifice He
cannot understand it and she gives some
evasive oxcuse Both retire and the
panels are closed Then Endo enters
again He searches out the exact spot
la the paper panel indicated by Mu
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raskl Mil strikes There is cry and
an uproar The panels are withdrawn
and there lies the wife stricken to the
heart by the outlaws knife

Kemorse overtakes Endo and he of-

fers his sword to the husband to strike
him dead declaring that MId line
sacrificed herself for Hiroshima It is a
genuine little tragedy a weird conception
and ptcturoaquft in its moonlight setting
by the lake

Blanche Bates closes her second re
turn visit in The Girl of the Golden
West it the Academy of Music tonight
and her place at ths big playhouse will
be taken on Monday by Henry Killer
and Edith Wynne Matthisaon in The
Great Divide Much curiosity is mani-
fested in her playing of the part created
by Margaret Anglin Miss Anglin

from the cast last Saturday night In
Boston and is now rehearsing her new
play The Awakening of Helen
Ritchie at the Herald Square Theater-
to open in one of the nearby Connec-
ticut towns on Monday

David Warfield will resume playing
The Music Master at tM Stuyvesant

a week from Monday to be followed by
The Auctioneer which is now in

Eetascos hands to be rewritten A
Grand Army Man will be the bill every
Saturday night Ul the close of the sea-
son This is preparatory to Warfields
appearance hi London In Ida oaths reper-
toire supplemented by a new play fsorn
the pen of Jerome K Jerome and
possible production of The Merchant of
Venice

i

Katherine Grey gave us all something
of a shock Wednesday evening when the
Madison Square reopened with Walter
Lawrences production of The Worth of
a Woman by David Graham Phillips-
If this play could be produced in Paris it
would make the admirers of Paul Hwvieu
take notice for Phillips goes that sensa-
tionalist one better and discusses sacred
things with such frankness that even its
revolutionary tendency was overlooked in
the profusion of his sparkling wit He
analyses the feelings of a freeminded
and untrammeled girl of twentyone who
has yielded to her lover analyzes them
from the inner consciousness of a girl
who refuses to be pitied and who te too
honest to believe in conventional trap-
pings that have from time Immemorial
concealed vice To her love II too sieved
to admit of doubt and her lovers word
and promise as sacred as her love

It Is with the awakening that she de-
velops into a powerful character when
Julian to marry her at once be-
cause he thinks it is his duty She will
not hear of such a word Without love
she will marry no man and even wIleD
her old father though he was responsible-
for her liberal education declares that
either she must marry Julian or be must
die she refuses and denounces as a wick-
ed crime the attempt to thrust her upon
a man who has conned to love her And
to that view she persuades her father

It to all a marvelous fabric of pleas and
counterpleas ending in a strong climax
when she orders the man still determined
to make reparation and ready to puri-
fy her as she bitterly declares from the
house If technically the dramatic action
kept pace with the really tremendous
force of the logic of the girls attitude
novel as it II this would be the greatest
American play It Is a powerful argu-
ment for the woman as it stands down
to the end of the third act In the
fourth act the author destroys the house
he has so carefully erected In the night
Julian comes back meets Diana alone
and convinces her of his love and the
eternal feminine triumphs over her

logic It Is the hour the place
and the girL When the curtain falls
Julian and Diana are in each others
arms and tomorrow they will get mar
riedThe plays weak ending was a singular
offset to the feverish Interest inspired by
the third act and this with the lack of
technical elaboration skate prevents The
Worth of a Woman from taking a
prominent place in the first rank of
American plays There is little more of
it than Is here related The simple story
turns on the relations of Diana Merivale
and Julian Burroughs she a wonderful
girl in Indiana reared in an atmosphere-
of free thought by an indulgent father
who is a literary man and he a young
New Englander of conventional training
The sensational Interest te in the startling
candor with which the difficult subject IS
discussed That part to masterful and
the best proof is that it held the audience-
In a relentless grip and women vigorously
applauded the revolutionary doctrines
As Diana Katherine scored artistic-
ally the greatest success of her career I
never saw her so or act with
so much authenticity

Whether New York will accept the play
or ignore It it to certain that Phillips has
no small claim to be considered a potent
factor in dramatic literature when he has
learned the rudiments of his trade when
he knows more about the world behind
the scenes His maiden effort made fprofound impression on every one in the
audience

The attractions that hold are Irene
Wycheciey at tile Astor The Dream
Waltz at the Broadway a hie success
Adeline Genee in The Soul Kiss SoUl
ern in Lord Dundreary at the Lyric
The Warrens of Virginia with Qhar

lotte Walker and Frank Keenan at
Belasco Olga Nethersole in Adrienne Le
couvreur and The Enigma at Dalys
Maude Adams in The Jesters at the
Empire Williams and Walker at the Ma-
jestic John Mason in The Witching
Hour at the Hackett Law Fields in

The Girl Behind the Counter at Ute
Herald Square Katherine Grey in The
Worth of a Woman at the Madison
Square Theater Ethel Barrymore In Her
Sister at the Hudson and The Thief
at the Lyceum

Nazimova doses her engagement at the
Bijou tonight and takes to the road with
her repertoire Brandon Tynan will be
her leading man Her place will be filled
by Henry Ludlow who makes his first
appearance on Broadway in The

of Venice Ljdlew has been an
actor in minor companies in the West
and his venture is calculated to inspire
unusual Interest He must have a sub
lime faith in his ability to
smoldering wrath of Broadway
his kind

The Top of the World enters upon its
final week in New York at the Casino
Monday evening and after that the mu-

sical extravaganza and toy show that
has delighted thousands during its run
of nearly six months will go on the road
for a tour of the leading cities

Charles Frohman has excited consider
able interest by his announcement that
he will import the Irish company of play-
ers from London and Dublin which has
been presenting a number of character
istic Irish dramas in those cities with
success The company is due to arrive
in New York today headed by William
Butler Yeats the Irish poet and play-
wright in person Their debut will be
made at the Savoy Theater Tuesday even-
Ing in alton to the farce Twenty Days
in the Shade which continues Its run

The popularity of Lord Dundreary is
not causing Sotliern to overlook Ham-
let which is his favorite role He is
playing it every Saturday night and last
Saturday packed the theater He carries
a number of specially engaged actors for
this performance who do not appear in
Tom Taylors old comedy Sidney Mather
who plays Laertes and Rowland Buck
stone who plays the first grave digger
are among the number

The Washington papers have announced
that Charlotte Walker would play a spe-
cial stock engagement at the National
Capital this summer but the charming
Charlotte told m behind the scenes of

The Warrens of Virginia the other
evening that she had not yet obtained
Mr Belascos permission She hopes to
put in three weeks and the matter will
probably be arranged but all

to that effect are still premature
FRED F SUHUADEB
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ACTORS WHOS WHO

Logan who is with Cressy and
Dayne In A Village Lawyer attracted
much attention several years ago by his
ramerkafele makeup as Abraham Lincoln
In a play introducing that character Re-
cently he lisa pled the role of the inter-
preter ln The Squaw Man

Irma La Pierre who is a member of A
Village Lawyer company was the origi-
nal Flora of J H Stoddart in Beside
the Bonnie Briar Bush the also piay l
the role of Anna in the No i Way
Down East company

John Philip Sousa resigned rem the
United States Marine Service m April
MK was relieved the following July and
in September began the organization of-

Sousas Band in New York having re-

moved his family from Washington
New York te August of the same y v

The first tour of the new organize ti 5
was made that season and for fifteen
years Sousa has been almost constantly
playing to the public of either America or
Europe with what success all UM world
knows

Charles Willard who is with Creamy and
Dayne in A Village Lawyer was the
original JudJdM with Nance OK H in
True to Life He is the original Judge
Finn in tIle York production rf Jim
Bludsoe the original Old Peck in
Peeks Dad Boy and the original Un-

cle Jerry In the New York cast of
Checkers which he has played over

1400 times He has also starred as Alvin
Joslin playing that role nearly UM times
Mr Wfllard Is a native of Boston ami
has been a member of the Boston Lodga
of Elks for over twenty years

W01 M Creasy played the roje of Cy
Prime with Denman Thompson In The
Old Homestead for six years For the
past eight years he been a headliner
In vaudeville with his talented wife
Blanche Dame playing in his own suc-

cessful sketches Town Hall Tonight
Bill Baby Grasping an Oppor

tunity The New Depot The Key
A Complicated Case The Wyom-

ing Whoop and A Village Lawyer-
In addition to these Mr Creasy is the
author of Hi successful vaudeville
sketches for each of which he received
ISflft

Douglas J Wood with Creasy ani-
Dayne in A Village Lawyer is a son
of Ida Jeffreys Ooodfriend who was for
years a prominent member of the com-

panies of Augustin A Palmer
and Richard Mansfield Mr Wood mad
his first appearance on the stags as t
member of Richard Minefields company
He afterward played prominent roles in
Trelawney of the Wells At the White-

Horse Tavern and with Mrs Leslie
Carter in Du Barry and with Henrietta
Crosman in Sweet Kitty Bellairs

a member of the original cast of
The College Widow Mr Wood ha 3

also appeared with Mary Mannerlng in-
Glorious Bctsyjand In Brown of Har

Ethel Barrymore to the daughter of the
lamented Maurice Barrymore sad that
shortlived goalie Georgians Drew Ethel
moreover to the dranddaughter of thu
late venerable Mrs John Drew than
whom no more talented actress ever live l-

and the niece of John Drew the present
head of the Drew family which for gen-

erations has been at the bead of Ameri-
can dramatic art On her fathers i 1a
Miss Barrymore comes from a long line
of famous warriors her father first see

the light of the Oriental sun whi i
over the rich blacksoiled island

of Mauritius in the Indian Ocean where
his father commanded British soldiers
when be wasnt hunting through shady
groves of mango or dense masses of mi-
mosa Evidently no other actress can
boast of ancestry of more purple theatri-
cal blood

An infant prodigy and church singer at
the age of eight a grand opera prima
donna at eta xteenTand the leading light
opera stager on the Englishspeaking
stage while still m her early twenties is
an epl of the career of Fritsi Scheff
Having captured New York with her work
as Musetta in La Boheme with tht
Metropolitan Grand Opera Company
FriUi Scheff suddenly left that field of
endeavor to go under Charles Dillirig

hams management as a light opera
Then she appeared for a season in SOil a

Blossom and Victor Herbert whose co-

llaboration has proved so happy work I-

on her present vehicle Wile Modfcu
for her Fritz Scheff came into her m
sical talents naturally for her mother
Anna Scheff was a famous Genual
prima donna who Is especially wdl
known in the Wagnerian rotes
Scheff sang in a church choir when si a
was a little girl and showed then th t
she bad a remarkable voice
some mothers would have exploited her
as an infant prodigy or the Child Patti
but her mother was wise and made her
stop singing until she was fully developed
Meanwhile Fritsi Scheff had studied hard
and she mastered several languages with
especial attention being paid to French
Italian and Spanish wliu she was yet a
young girl When she was in her teens
she was studying music under the best
ministers in Vienna and a little later was
sent to Dresden Her first grand opera
appearance was made when she was
about eighteen as Juliet in Romeo and
Juliet in Frankfort and it was there
that Maurice Grau who was then pilot-
Ing the fortunes of the Metropolitan
Grand Opera Company of New York
heard her Here was a find for that
astute manager a singer with a voice of
exquisite quality with youth and good
looks and above all with a wonderful
endowment of personal magnetism and a
happy faculty of reaching audiences at
once Mme ScheC made her first Ameri-
can appearance in San Francisco and
then went East to New York with thor
Metropolitan Grand Opera Company He
happiest roles were N dda I Pag
liaccl ChentWno in The Marriage of
Figaro Zeriina in Don Giovanni and
Musetta in La Boheme She was also-
a favorite in some of the Wagnerian
operas It remained for her to discover
her forte however light opera

Cyril Story
Cyril Scott the star of The Prtaca

Chap company tells of an oW darky
down South who was Inclined to doubt
the Biblical account of Daniel In the
lions den

Does yoh moan tu tell me dat Daniel
dun jumped into dat den ub lions an
dey didnt eat him up he demanded

colored preacher
Yaas indeedyr repMed the parson
Dey must hab been drew lions dat

had been tamed
No salt de Bible says just the con-

trary
Whah does it say dfttr
Doant It say dat ae ndrade took

place IB years B
Vans
WeH doant 3 C mean kafis cir-

cuses

Sew Medium of Charity
Mozart was one day accosted In the

streets of Vienna by a petitioner for alms
who appeared to have seen better days
The musician who kept more resources
in his brains than in his pockets be-
thought himself a little and then begged
the person to wait while he went to a
tavern He then called for pen ink and
paper and having written an extempore
minuet returned it to his petitioner and
told him to carry it to i rrriain music
shop The poor fellow did so nd ob-
tained for it some double ducats It wag-
a composition remarkable for its union of
grace and science which the composer
perhaps took a natural pride In showing
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